MASTT Newsletter 

April 2009

Hello and welcome to the forth monthly MASTT newsletter.

Check out our website at www.mastt.org.uk for the latest news.
----------------------------> > LOOKING BACK 
* MASTT held an information stall at the Women’s Institute Coffee morning for Kirkwood Hospice on Saturday 4th April. We raised donations by giving away packets of vegetable seeds and seedlings.
* Age of Stupid was screened in Holmfirth for 5 days running (20th – 25th April at 8pm), local environmental groups gave talks after the film was shown. Hopefully some of you got the chance to go and enjoyed the film.
* We held a stall at Cuckoo Day on Saturday 25th April. This was shared with Marsden’s very own MYAC and The Handmade Bakery on Argyle Street within the craft fair. A variety of seeds including flower and vegetable were given out, along with information on how you can get involved with MASTT. Luckily the weather managed to stay fine for most of the day and thank you to those who helped out on the stall.
* Changes have been made to the MASTT website, we now have lots of upcoming events listed and a forum to welcome new members. Why not log on and let everyone know who you are and what you would like to do.

 Sign up if you haven’t already to add content and to take part in discussions with other members.

----------------------------> > LOOKING FORWARD
* Friends of Slaithwaite Spa are holding a Picnic in the Park. Bring your games, a rug, sandwiches and cross your fingers for sunshine! Saturday 2nd May 1pm - 6pm. MASTT will be there if you want to come over for a chat.
* Newly formed ‘Incredible Edible Huddersfield’ will be holding a plant stall in Huddersfield on Saturday 9th May. It is being held in New Street, and their stall will be positioned outside the Merrie England Cafe. They will be there between 08:30 and 16:30, with seeds and seedlings.
* Film screenings have are being organised by MASTT for 13th May and 4th & 24th of June to be held in Slaithwaite Civic Hall, films starting at 7pm. The first film on 13th May will be Sir David Attenborough showing how manmade climate change has altered the environment. The 4th June we will be screening Crude Awakening: The Oil Crash and 24th June will be The Power of Community: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil.
* Vegetable Sundays @ Paddock Farm. Sunday 10th May and 7th June at 10.30am – 12.30pm. These sessions will give you the basic information and skills you will need to grow your own. Come along to get your free starter pack and seeds. If you are an existing grower and have plants/seeds you would like to swap or if you just fancy a chat you are welcome to come along at 11.30am.
> > Anyone interested in getting involved in any of the above, please contact us either by replying to this email, or by turning up to one of our regular meetings (details below). We rely solely on members of the community giving their time to help us with the transition to a more resilient Marsden & Slaithwaite.
----------------------------> > LOCAL OPPORTUNITES
** We are looking for more active members to join us in organising events and projects to carry out within 2009. You’ve all made the first step by signing up to receive our newsletter – now find out how your help can make a big difference.
** We are looking for people who would like to help organise the ‘Big Lunch’, this event will being people within the community together to sit down and share a meal. This event will be organised for 19th July, if you would like to get involved with this event please let us know via email. Opportunities include growing food for the event, organising entertainment, getting others involved and publicising the event.

** An opportunity has arisen to acquire the greengrocery business in Slaithwaite.  Get in touch. Visit the MASTT website for further details, if you are interested in getting involved please send Graham your details (name, phone number, email address). He wants to hear from you if you are interested in supporting us as a customer and/or co-op member and/or investor. He is also very keen to hear from you if you could be a supplier of locally produced food. Graham’s email: graham@mc3.coop
** Would anyone like any free horse manure? If so, ring Pat to arrange a pick up time, take as much as you want. Access is good. Pat, Greystones Farm, Bradshaw Lane, Slaithwaite (between Pole Moor and Cop Hill).Tel 07974 001221   

** Do you have a local opportunity you would like to publicise? Email us and we will add it to next months newsletter.
----------------------------> > MASTT UPDATES 
* Collective Genius Meetings in The New Inn in Marsden at 8pm on the last Monday of every month. Come along for an informal get together and meet like-minded people. Share your ideas and opinions and lets work towards positive change within our community.
* Collective Focus in Slaithwaite. On the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm the steering group meet, at 8.15pm the floor is then open for subgroup meetings, we will be meeting at Slaithwaite Community Centre (Bank Gate, HD7 4EZ). In a more focused environment we plan and organise future MASTT projects and events. Anyone interested in becoming actively involved in our existing plans or who has a proposal for new ones is more than welcome.
----------------------------
That is it for April, thank you for joining our mailing list and we look forward to seeing you soon. Don't forget to pass this on to anyone who may be interested.
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