January 2009 Newsletter
Hello and welcome to the first monthly MASTT newsletter. 

> > Check out our website at www.mastt.org.uk for the
latest news.> > 

We hope you are enjoying 2009 and that you had a great festive
period. Thank you to those of you who joined us at the Christmas light switch-on in
Marsden, which had a fantastic turn out. We would love to see you at one of our
bi-monthly meetings (details below). Lets make 2009 a year of positive transition!> 

> ----------------------------> 

> LOOKING BACK> > MASTT held several events during
2008 including a produce swap, two highly successful music events, several film
screenings and a stall at the marsden xmas lights, along with our monthly
"Collective Genius" meeting in Marsden. We have seen our membership expand steadily
throughout the year in response to our popular events.> > 

----------------------------> > 

 LOOKING FORWARD> > We are hoping to engage the
community in a wide variety of events and projects over the coming year. Here is a
taster of our plans for the next few months.> > 

* We are planning a "Seedy Sunday"
in March; a seed swap for those with seeds, and a chance for newbie-growers to gain
information and pratical tips on growing your own food. More details soon.> > 

* We
are in the process of planning a community orchard in Slaithwaite. We will be
clearing the land this Summer, and planting around 30 trees in the Autumn. The ideal
will be for anyone to help themselves to local healthy fruit when the orchard has
matured.> > 

* We hope to arrange a regular community produce market in the Colne
Valley during 2009. Following on from the success of last years Autumnal produce
stall in Marsden (the only sunny Sunday in September!), we hope to bring local
growers together to celebrate local food.> > 

* Films will be screened throughout the
year aimed at raising awareness of current issues and provoking discussions and new
thinking. Our aim is to address how Marsden & Slaithwaite can successfully make the
transition to a resiliant and vibrant community with less reliance on oil.> > 

Anyone
interested in getting involved in any of the above, please contact us either by
replying to this email, or by turning up to one of our regular meetings (details
below). We rely solely on members of the community giving their time to improve
Marsden & Slaithwaite. 

> > ----------------------------> 

 > LOCAL OPPORTUNITES> > 

Are you looking for an allotment? Can you get to Crossland Moor? If so, Ruth is looking
for someone to share a very large allotment plot. For further details contact Ruth
at ruthie.skinner@ntlworld.com> > 

** Do you have a local opportunity you would like
to publicise? Email us and we will add it to next months newsletter.> > 

----------------------------> > 

MASTT UPDATES> > 

* As of the last monday in February
(23rd), our monthly Collective Genius meetings will be held in The New-Inn, Peel
Street, Marsden from 8pm. Come along for an informal get together and meet
like-minded people. Share your ideas and opinions and lets work towards positive
change within our community.> > 

* Introducing Collective Focus in Slaithwaite. On
the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 8.15pm, we will be meeting at the Community Centre
(Bank Gate, HD7 4EZ). This is where the magic happens! In a more focused environment
we plan and organise future MASTT projects and events. Anyone interested in becoming
actively involved in our existing plans or who has a proposal for new ones is more
than welcome.> > 

 ----------------------------> > 

That's it for January, thank you for joining our mailing list and we look forward to seeing you soon. Don't forget to pass this on to anyone who may be interested 

.> > > Adam & Tiff> 

-> MASTT>
www.mastt.org.uk
