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Hello and welcome to the fifth monthly MASTT newsletter.

Check out our website at www.mastt.org.uk for the latest news.
----------------------------> > LOOKING BACK 
** Slaithwaite Community Shop Meeting. There was a very good attendance and lots of support for this new business. The provisional date for the shop opening in the new hands has been set for 1st June 2009. This is not a MASTT project but we greatly support this venture and we hope to have some involvement in the shop once it has been established. To find out about buying shares in the shop and for other information please follow the link on our website.
* *The 2nd Vegetable Sunday gardening workshop was held on 10th May. I hope all those that attended enjoyed the day and will decide to come along to the next one. If you haven’t been to any of the previous workshops, don’t worry – you are more than welcome to come along to the last one. We’ve still got some starter packs for newcomers that include a coir block, a plant pot, a growing calendar and some liquid feed.
**Film Screening of ‘State of the Planet’. This documentary presented by David Attenborough demonstrates the impact we have already had on the environment. Thank you to those that attended, from the discussion afterwards it was clear that we are all concerned with our personal footprints and that it was nice to hear that others do also, including Sir David Attenborough.
** Changes have been made to the MASTT website, we now have lots of upcoming events listed and a forum to welcome new members. Why not log on and let everyone know who you are and what you would like to do.

 Sign up if you haven’t already to add content and to take part in discussions with other members.

----------------------------> > LOOKING FORWARD
*At this month’s Collective Genius meeting on Monday 25th May at 8pm in the New Inn, Marsden, we will be demonstrating the website to those who are not familiar with it. Find out how to register your details, post comments on discussion forums and start your own discussion topic. For those wanting to chat are also welcome to come along. We look forward to seeing you there. Send us an email if you would like someone to greet you before the meeting and introduce you to the rest of the group.

* Film screenings have are being organised by MASTT Thursday 4th & Wednesday 24th of June to be held in Slaithwaite Civic Hall, films starting at 7pm. The 4th June we will be screening Crude Awakening: The Oil Crash and 24th June will be The Power of Community: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil. These events are FREE and everyone is welcome. Come along and bring a friend!
* Vegetable Sundays @ Paddock Farm. Sunday 7th June at 10.30am – 12.30pm. These sessions will give you the basic information and skills you will need to grow your own. Come along to get your free starter pack and seeds. If you are an existing grower and have plants/seeds you would like to swap or if you just fancy a chat you are welcome to come along at 11.30am. This month we will be building tepees for beans and sewing summer seeds.
*Green Fair in Marsden Mechanics, 20th June from 10am – 4pm. We will be having an information stall if you want to come along and have a chat. Check our website for further details.
> > Anyone interested in getting involved in any of the above, please contact us either by replying to this email, or by turning up to one of our regular meetings (details below). We rely solely on members of the community giving their time to help us with the transition to a more resilient Marsden & Slaithwaite.
----------------------------> > LOCAL OPPORTUNITES
** We have an Arts & Craft sub-group forming in conjunction with Marsden Youth and Community (MYAC) Project. Ideas for events and projects include a clothes swap, a bag decorating workshop and a charity-shop-chic fashion show. We would love to hear from anyone interested in helping to formulate these ideas and new ones, even if you have no previous experience or lots to offer! 
** As a result of the success of the previous Vegetable Sundays we would love to hear from anyone with ideas of workshops that could carry on from these growing workshops.

** We are looking for more active members to join us in organising events and projects to carry out within 2009. You’ve all made the first step by signing up to receive our newsletter – now find out how your help can make a big difference.
** We are looking for people who would like to help organise the ‘Big Lunch’, this event will being people within the community together to sit down and share a meal. This event will be organised for 19th July. Opportunities include growing food for the event, organising entertainment, getting others involved and publicising the event. >> We have still not heard from anyone interested in getting involved with this event so if you are interested in helping, please get in contact soon!
If you would like to get involved with any of the above, please let us know via email at info@mastt.org.uk
** Do you have a local opportunity you would like to publicise? Email us and we will add it to next months newsletter.
----------------------------> > MASTT UPDATES 
* Don’t forget to log on to the website and post a message about yourself in the Welcome MASTT Members forum. We would love to hear from our members and find out what they are interested in.
* Collective Genius Meetings in The New Inn in Marsden at 8pm on the last Monday of every month. Come along for an informal get together and meet like-minded people. Share your ideas and opinions and let’s work towards positive change within our community. This month’s meeting will be on Monday 25th May, the next meeting will be Monday 29th June.
* Collective Focus in Slaithwaite on Tuesday 9th June. We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm the steering group meet, at 8.15pm the floor is then open for subgroup meetings, we will be meeting at Slaithwaite Community Centre (Bank Gate, HD7 4EZ). In a more focused environment we plan and organise future MASTT projects and events. Anyone interested in becoming actively involved in our existing plans or who has a proposal for new ones is more than welcome.
----------------------------
That is it for May, thank you for joining our mailing list and we look forward to seeing you soon. Don't forget to pass this on to anyone who may be interested.
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